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BURLACE WARREN Eſq; 


Hr @H-SHERIFF of the County of OXFORD: 


Sir Robert Jentinſon, Bar. John Clrke, Eq; 
Sir \Robert Daſbwood, Barr. Nathaniel Beer, EI q: 


Sir Edward Cobb, Bart. Milliam Par, iy, LS: 
Sir Zaward Norris, Kine. John Tranwell, 
Har Cole, Eſq; 7700 h Plbbe, 05 nt. 
Robert Barber, Eſq; Toſeph Sadler, Gent, 
| Richard Eyans, E. 95 __ Richard Leaver, Gent. 
 Joſtinian Sheppard, Eſq; Tomas 7. hackbam, Gent. 


With the rſt of the Gentlemen of the GRAND: JURY. 


- uncles)” X 


HE Principles and Praffices i in this ; Dif: 
Cour ſe con/ider'd, are univerſally Con- 


- . demnd by the Beft and Wi ſet Men in all 
tes; being as Repugnant to Good Sence, as they 


are io Sound Religion. Por however Shifting and 


- Doubling, in Matters of the lafi Importance, 
Have been Diſeuis'd and Set off, under the Spe- 
cious Character of a Trimmer; as if He that 

muas on neither Sde, was the Sure fi Friend to 

| #he Right: Je your Uiſbaten Loyalty to your 


N our Most Excellent Qu EER N, and Con- 
ant Zeal for the Church of England, for which 
yon are ſo Eminent ; is now a Living, and ever 
ill be an Undeniable Tegimony ; that Gentlemen 
oY the Bes 3 Ellates, aud Families, can 


never 


9 2 ——̃ — — 


The f Tpiltte T B 


never — 10 ſuch a Neutrality, as woud 
Weaken Her Interests or own ſuch a Modera- 
tion, as w0u'd Expoſe Her to Her Enemies. 
The Boat indeed, according to their own Meta- 
phor, ought to be kept Upright and teddy But 
Ihe way 10 do it, is to be So: nor can at, in the 


mean time, be Deny d, that frequent Changing of | 


Sides is moſt liken 0 fo put 15 into a me Con- 


Aition. 


Gen tlemen! | 
The den you Hove done this Diſronrſe: in "0 


 queSing its Publication „ laid me under a Ne- 
celſity of doing One of thoſe Two things, 70 which 

1 ſolemnly prote$}, I have the Un" 
_ vither of. 
mau Great: and Wort 
bad aliiile Confider' d the Matter; 7 ſoon Derer- 
min d, That I cou d uot well Sermple the Staking 
my own Reputation, /ince I bad the os, Jo 
G a Protection. 1 am, 


Appearing in Print-; or Mgt 5 
by Perſons: Bur 528% * 


| GENTLEMEN, 


Your Moſt Obedicar, 20d. 


Moſt nab Servant, 


JonX WILLETT, | 
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KW Hats" 4s or Right 2 him; p 
neither were * Stedfaft i in his Covenant. - 


N this Plalm we have an Account of an Obſtinate, Im- il 
12 and Ungrateful Nation. A Nation rais d up and 
uſtain'd by Miracles, tho* never Reclaim'd or Better 'd . 
by them! yy Gr Mercies nor Judgments cou'd bring 

them to Repentance; Bleſſings and Deliverances ſerv'd 
but to increaſe their Licentiouſneſs; and all the Wonders God 
had wrought for them they deſperately improv'd into ſo many 


Arguments for their Infidelity. Thus with great Impatience 


and Ingratitude they Impiouſly Expoſtulate with Moſes, imme- 


diately after that Conſummate and Heart- piercing Miracle, of 


Slaying all the Firſt- born, Exod. XIV. 11. Becauſe there were no 
a Grivess in Egypt, haſt thou taken us away to Die in the Wilderneſs: 

 wherefore haſt thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt ? 

And again, at the 20th Verſe of this Pſalm, He [mote the ſtony 
| Rock, that the Waters guſh'd out, and the Streams flow d withal: 

But tho' the Miracle was ſo ſenſible; and the Evidence of God's 

Almighty Power ſo Glaring, yet it cou'd not pierce their ſtony 
Hearts; for they add, Can be give Bread alſo? Can he provide 

 Fleſb for his People ? And notwithſtanding all the Miracles he 

had unden — their — in 205 and, which was the 
* ſl "gon — 
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Hearts, and bring 
vocations. Now lis 


make em ꝑut on t e Guiſe 0 5 DE leaſt, of Humilia- 
tion and Re pentar cb: For, When he ſlew them, thew they 2 be | 


9, 45 35. 
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greateſt of all, Compleated her, eliverance, by the Ruin oy 
ber Siam os 45 d Inſolent Tyrant; Tet for all 
 Pſ.78. 17. f Jy e lnb. 18 „. * A 


wh ſince ere and Deliverances had wo Effect upon — 
God, by a yet greaetiInſtante bf his 
try them by Afflictions: and /o * gave them over into the Hand 


of their Elem, hd; mage th r bY 4 Prop &Þ6 td t wo 
| iſtr 


Deſtruction of a moſt Powerfti 
Haben: in 


7, was reſolv'd to 


alolente and 
Cruelty of their Oppreſſors; 


him, and DHA Hen erh 50 Lv M ate Golls- Mud 


membred that God was their Rock, and the High God their Redeemer, 
And yet there was nothing of Realisy.at the bottom of allthis | 
All their Frofeſſions of Sorrow and amendment, were but du. 
| Perficial and in Appearance; For they dini but Flatter him nid, 
their Month, and Litd, unto lim with their Tongues. For thtir 
7 bey fe aſt i ih: bis Cove- 
nant; The Original Word ſignifies, and ſo do the LXX render 

it, that their Heart, i il fur dug, non rectum erat 


Heart was not right with him, neither mere t 


naun; and a Molten Calf with the Holy One 


* 


———— — —— —⅛—¾ — 
* 8 a * —— — 


apud eum, 
it was under a wrong Biaſs and Direction; their Affections and | 
Iaclinations were not towards God, but rooted and fixt on this 
World: and this. was the cauſe of their ſo frequent Backſliding 
and Apoſtacy. They wou'd fain have Divided between the 
True Religion and Idolatry; have Reconcil'd 


teltine Com- 
motions; Waſted em with Famine, and Pellence: to ſee if Ca- 


lamities wou'd n em to a ee 609g melt their Harden'd 
ing e d ent and Pro- 
upon them, as to 


1 pt: with Ca. | 
1/ ae; ang 
ON therefore, as it follows, They were not ſtedfaſt in +: 
They frequently Tranſgreſs'd.his Laws, eſpecially thoſe againſt 
Idolatry, which by the Covenant made with their Fore-fathers, 
they were bound to Obſerve. Which Words repreſent to us the 
Nature, and Evil Effects or Miſehieſs of 2 the Nature of 

it in theſe Words, Their Heart mas not rigbt with him; or, as the 
Old Tranſlation well e it, was not mbole with in The 
Fe iſchicts: 


Doe vhe Daiverfity U 577 
— foo: Neithe wereth 
uit. The One im 
the Other i 


y agel in his Co- 
plies a Vice eh Habit of the Mind: 
the Exercaſt: of it in our n _ Actions. 


In ſpeaking therefore to this Sudzebt, Iſball af bib. 


boi vw gi 20h 26w 10 517 


one Give vou a8 Account of the Nara Hori 
general. % 184113 : t At 7 rol: 3 ar nuts 25 


: 1:1:/ Secondly, I\(hall: 
_ diſcover the Notoriousand:Woful Effects of it. 


Tbirdh, 1 e diices fa. e e teen 
Open, Free, and Undiſguis d Behaviour, AY 7 7 


emo Religioh.); eaten it 2907 ho 


197 ain mit 09 51H 410 
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* Firſt, Fm to Swe an Account ;of t the Narure * reh 


in in ebony]; 8 | 
Now Dimuterich, with reſpe& 


and the moſt-opprobrious:Serice, is call'd an; Hppocrite. 
_ #hpocrify, in this ſence, is a Vice, which our Lord has not only 


Loaded with the moſt bitter and ſevereſt Expreſſions of his Ha- 
tred and Indignation; but has afſign?d:it à worſe Place, and 

higher degrees of Puniſhment, than heheallbocd to any other 
Sins. Sosthat umhen he wou d repreſent the huniſhment of the 


Deſperate V Hany in any Perſon, he tells us, 


: Greateſt and moſt 
that He bull hau his portion wirb the Anporrites ani, Vnbelie vers, 
There Thallbe Wee ping and Gnaſbing of Teeth. ' But. I need not uſe 


many words to ſhew how Odious . is inſthe Sight af 


ngito Men. vFor!tho* 
InfincerityuRlattory, and: Diffimatatiorn )hovi, gain dq ſuch an 


| God, in order to render it more Niſpleaſi 


7 -univerſab Reputation, as to become the: moſt Faſhionable Ac- 


__-compliſhments of the Age yet the World has generally given 
iber Hypoeriſy, as — 


molt 


FORD. 1 


propoſe ſome J nBanices, whereby we may | 


a bas almaſten- = 
tirely engroſs d the Name of Mpocriſy; ſo that whenever we 

hear the Word Hypocrite, we generally underſtand One, that 
Diſſembles with God and Religion. He that Prevaricates with 

Men, is ſtiled a Flatterer, a Paraſite, or a Diſſembler: But he 
that Diſguiſes himſelf before God Almighty, and endeavours to 
appear otherwiſe than he really is; ſuch a One, in a e 
4 


Matt. 24. 
51. 5 Y 


tir ———— 


˙⁊Ii'i'ein,ß ß EY TS 
|  . Second Place, His Heart is not whole with God, when he per- 


4, 
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| moſt Deteſtable of all Vices. And ws ſhall ſobn perceive that 


it is ſo, if we conſider a little the Nature of it No the Na · 
ture of it is fully compriz d in theſe Two Foſitions, which the 


different Tranſlations afford us 
_ Firſt, That their Heart was not Right with GW. 
_ Secondly, That it was not Whole with him. For in both 


theſe Caſes a Man is Guilty of Epoeriſy: either when his Heart 


is not Right towards God, or when it is not Whole with him; 
when he has ſet his Affections on any thing beſides | 
maiits an inferior Object to a Share of them. 
_ Firſt, A Man is Guilty of Hy I 
— Right with God: When his Affections and Inclinations are 
under a Biaſs and Direction oppoſite to him; which is very ap- 
poſitely expreſs d by the Prophet Iſaiah, Chap. 29. v. 13. This 
People draw near me with their Mouth, and with their Lips do they 
honour me, but have remov'd their Heart far from me; and by 
_ Ezekiel, Ch.33. v.34. For with their Mouth they ſhew much Love, 
| but their Heart goes after Covetouſneſs. If the Stream of a Man's 
Affections is bent towards inferior Objects; if he can Love, 
Dtieſire, or Enjoy, nothing but corporeal and ſenſible Good; tho 
at the ſametime he approaches God as his only Happineſs; if 
his Treaſure and his Heart are in the Earth, when he lifts up 
his Hands and Eyes to Heaven; then belongs to him that In- 
famous Character, which the Pſalmiſt fixes on the Jems, viz. 
That their Heart was not Right with him. Now 


him; or ad- 


iſs, when his Heart is not 


iſy in this 
ſence, as it imports an Alienation of the Soul from God, diſpoſes 


Aan either to Infidelity, or Idolatry ; either entirely to Forget 
the Creator, or to: Worſh) | a 
I.huhis is à Diſeaſe that ſo ſtrongly infected the Iſnaelites, and 
was the Cauſe of their great Inconſtaney and frequent Defection, 
zs ꝛiis fully related in this Pſalm. But a Man is Guilty of E-. 


p and Serve the Creature above him. 


o 
= 


mits any thing beſides to have a Share: of it. Such a One di- 

redds his Aims two ways, and is divided betwixt God and this 
World. He'profefſes an ardent Deſire of Heaven and Happi- 

neſs, but is not willing to part with his . = 


0 * 


— —— . 
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He beſeeches God to grant him Spiritual, but not as inconſiſtent 
with Temporal, Bleſſings. The Iſraelites were pleas'd well 
enough to hear of the Milk and Honey of the Promis'd Land; 
but then they cou'd not but remember the Fleſh-pots, the 
Onions, and Garlick of Egypt. Now Hypocrites in both theſe 
caſes, muſt be under the higheſt degree of Faſcination. The 
One, to think that a God of Infinite Knowledge, Wiſdom, and 
Holineſs, can take delight in a bare Outſide, Corporeal Service; 
that he can bepleas'd with the labour of the Lips, and lifting up 
of the Hands, whilſt the Heart is Offer'd up at another Altar. 
No; ſuch a Formal, Lifeleſs Oblation, will no more be Accepted 
by him, than a Sacrifice without a Heart, which he has pro- 
nounc'd Abominable in his fight. Nor is the Other leſs Abſurd 
and Impious, to ſuppoſe that the Lord of Heaven and Earth 
will Divide with his Creatures, and be a Sharer only in the 
Hearts and Affections of thoſe that entirely belong to him. Ab- 
ſurd it is, in the higheſt degree, to imagine that he will Com 
4 e where the Whole is ſo juſtly due: and no leſs 
1 * alſo, to endeavour to Defraud and Impoſe upon him, 
N lo ſearches the Heart, and tries the Reins, and will render to every, 
Man according to his Work. And yet as Abſurd and Impious as 
= tis, this is truly the caſe of the Hypoerite;. either his Heart is 
not Right, or Whole, with God: his Affections are either in tze 
Whole, or in Part, Devoted to another Object, Directed to ano {| 
ther Happinels, his Aims and Endeavours tend to a different 
Point. Thus is it with thoſe who Serve God, for the ſake of 
Mammon; and pay Attendance at his Altar, only to get by it. 
In like manner; Ambition makes Men Liberal and Popular; 
Avvarice, Temperate and Parſimonious ; Vain-Glory, Hoſpitable 
and Beneficent. So that Hypocri/y,.you perceive, is the Reverſe 
and Oppoſite of Truth, and Sincerity: For as Sincerity is the 
Life, the Subſtance, and Reality of Religion and Vertue ; Hh, 
pPaoocriſ deſtroys the very Being and Eſſence of both. It is a 
Canker that Eats thro' the Heart of all Vertues, and reduces all 
Religion to a meer inſignificant Phantom. Irs like a Corrupt 
_ Humouria the Body, that not only changes all the reft into its 
_'own CompleQtion, but continually Preys upon and Exhauſts/em, 
ARE On PETR fo een pare; 
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80 that its malign Influence reaches as far as Vertue k 


und clear Conception of it, let us conſider it, not only in the 


5 N to Di ſcourſe of, Viz.” 


of God. Theſe 


— 0 
A 8 
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ſelf, * 
ſtrikes at the very Root and Foundation bf -it. . We muſt there- 
fore run thro*-che whole Catalogue of Vertues, if We wou'd 
view it in all its Shapes and Colours] and form a cotnptehenſive 
Idea of it. But this is a Subject too great for the Limits of this 

Diſcourſe, However, that we may have yet a more diſtinct 


general Idea or Habit; but alſo in the Exerciſe and Effects of it: 


Let us view it in \ the ſeveral Examples tharpreſent themſelves 


to our Daily Obſervation ; "Fw Was TRE Second e 1 fo: 


18 — 7 , ® * 2 
A# Y* i * rl * 


II. Secondly} To propoſe 8 Mibbces ad we may 5 
Diver the Notorious and Woful R or It. 8580 


2. The Firſt Taftance of Hypocriſy as too Notorious i in the 


World, is in thoſe, who Change their Religion with the Times, 


and will be Sure to beiof that which is Uppermoſt ; who always 
fall in with a Majority, and follow the Multitude to che Houſe 


the Voice of the People, than-which nothing is generally. more 


Erroneous, for the Oracle of God. 


This is certainly a Grand piece of Hypocriſy, to play thus faſt | 


and looſe with Religion; co make it à Stalking Horſe to our 
Intereſt; and to Court it under all the Differing and Wietched 


Shapes, har the Wild and Unaccoltitable Humour of a Succeſs 55 
2 fal Fact ion ſhall Dreſs it up in 15 5 


As if it were not our Duty tobe like God Himſelf, (as tir as 


n che Imperfection of Human Narere Will permit) who is as uu. 
mutablei in bis Will, as He is in his Nature. 


As if He had not given us a Rule of Faith, and ſettled che 5 


e Aeaſives of our Duty ; andthe Holy Scriptures did not ſufflei- 


ently Inſtruct us, in what wie ought to e and Do, in order 
5 to our Eternal Salvation. 


As if Truth Was not, like the Author of it, -alwsy 5 the wane ® 


Men might be 1 by the karate 9 Humours of Sinful 


8 


As 


en meaſure Truth by Numbers; and take 


HOW” 
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As if God had not given us ani: Underſtanding to Diſcern 
Truth from Falſhood, and Reaſon to Guide us in the purſuit of 
— % ⁰•¹ů- !!!.. TT 
And can there now be a greater Inſtance of Inſincerity tham 
this, to pretend to be like unto God Himſelf, and to Imitate Him 
in this His moſt ee 5, not very improperly add, His 
moſt Eſſential Perfection, of Conſtancy and Immutability ;. 

when it is our Daily, our Utmoſt, Endeavour to Conform our 
ſelves tothe likeneſs of Men, in their moſt Degenerate and Re- 
proachful Imperfections, Mutability and Inconſtan ?? 
Can there be a greater Inſtance of a Corrupt and Deceitful 
Heart, a Falſe and Hypocritical Profeſſion, than to pretend to 
give up ourſelves, to be Guided by God's Holy Word, and the 
Influences of His Bleſſed Spirit, when we never Comply with 
One, nor Conſult the Other; but found: our Principles on our 

Intereſt, and meaſure the Goodneſs of them only by Succeſs? 
When a Man canſiders not what is moſt Agreeable to the Word 
of God, but what is moſt Pleaſing to Men, in the Buſineſs of 
his Proſeſſion; when a Man forſakes thoſe Fountains of * 5 
Water, thoſe Sacred Repoſitories of all- ſaving Truth, thols 
Eternal Maxims of Good and Evil, thoſe Eſtabliſſid Rules ß 
Juſt and / Unjuſt, Honeſt and Diſhoneſt, for the Falſe, Vacer- 

_ tain, and Deceitful Meaſures of Worldly Policy and Intereſt. 


Is it not a Notorious Inſtance of Inſincerity and Deceitfulneſs, 
as well as a Reproachful Abuſe of Reaſon, to pretend to be Go 
vern d and Directed by it, and yet Baſely and Shamefully ſub- 
mit it to the Humour, Caprice, and Giddineſs of a Party? In- 
ſtead of following the Pictates of Conſcience, to be continually 
 Dragg'd about where ſoever a Faction ſhall lead us; to ſuffer our 
Reaſon to be Moulded and Turn'd into all Shapes by the Multi- 
tude; to lay our ſelves open to all Impreſſions; and Embrace 
That only for Truth, which is moſt in Faſhion, and in higheſt 
Eſteem: And yet in the mean. time to make large Profeſſions of 
Conſcience and Reaſon in all our Proceedings? This, certainly, 
is as Horrid an Abuſe of thoſe Sacred Names, as it is a Scan- 
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And ſo is it, Ly, when we make a ſhew of great Zeal and 
Love for Truth, and that we would never Deſert it, if we cou'd 
but arrive to it: when at the ſame time, we ſtand by it no 
longer than it is able to Advance us; when we Embrace or For- 
ſake it, as it riſes or falls in the Eſteem of the World. But let 
ſuch Men know, that Truth is of a fixt and inflexible Nature; 
it is not to be ty d down to the ſordid Maxims of Great States- 
men, or Crafty Politicians ; or Banded about to different Sides, as 
they chance to get the Better of each other: And whoever is 
ready to Comply with every Set of Principles, as they come to 
| be in Vogue and Repute; and to fall in with the Stream where- 
ever it ſhall carry him, has no more Indifference in his Judg-- 
ment than Sincerity in his Heart: whatſoever his Pretences may 
be, he has no true Zeal or Concern for Truth; and is as far from 
_ a juſt and impartial Enquiry, as he is from a ſtedfaſt Adherence 
% PEE 
2. Secondly, Another Notorious Inſtance of Inſincerity in 
Religious Matters, or Hypocriſy, is in Thoſe who openly Profeſs 
bone Religion, and yet ſecretly Wiſh well to another; who own 
themſelves Members of the Church of England, and yet are link d 
1 In a Confederacy againſt Her: who hold Conſtant Communion 
__ az with Her, but keep a Clandeſtine Correſpondenee with Her 
wh Enemies: who ſeem to like Her Conſtitution well enough, ane 
. vet give in to the ſame Meaſures, which our moſt irreconcilable 
Adverſaries have made uſe of to Ruin Her. To make this Evi- 
dent by an Inſtance or two. VV 


— 
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1 Such are they who miſrepreſent the Terms of Communion 
| _ between the Church of England and the Presbyterians. They 
1 alledge, that the Difference between Us and Them, is about 
Fil Trivial, Indifferent Matters, in which the Eſſence and Vitals of 
Y 1 Religion are no way concern'd. Now, with regard to the Diſ- 
E 4 enters, We own that the Terms of Communion required of them, 
4 ate about Small Inconſiderable Things; and therefore, they 


{| have but a ſhort Step to make in order to an Accomodation with 
| us. Fer they do not deny the Lawfulneſs of Epiſcopacy , or a 
Form of Prayer : All the Quarrel is about a few Ceremonies , 
| which they cannot but owa to be in their own N W 
© 1 N 2 4 1 
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ſive and Indifferent. But we greatly miſtake theſe Perſons, if we 
thus Underſtand em. Tis the Church of England they aim at, 
when they ſay that the Difference is Small between It and 
Them: and that the Diſtance is inconſiderable which Divides 
Us from Them. It muſt be confeſs'd indeed, if we meaſure it 
by the Length theſe Men have gone, it is ſo : For there is no- 
thing Profeſs d in our Church, except the Articles of Faith, 
which they look upon to be Eſſential and Immutable. All be- 
ſides, in their Opinion, are but the Circumſtantials of Reli- 
gion, Which, by the Conſent of all Sides, may he Alter'd and 
Aboliſh'd at pleaſure. In Anſwer to which Suggeſtion we ſay ; 
that we have a Government in the Eſtabliſh'd Church, which 
zs deriv'd from Chriſt and His Apoſtles; a Diſcipline Authoriz d 


by the moſt Famous Councils and Churches in the World; a : 


Liturgy: truly Primitive, Rational, and Edify ing: and theſe 
are not ſuch Sm Things, as may lightly be Sacrific'd to the 
Unreaſonable Humour of thoſe who diſlike em. We muſt lay 
à Great Streſs upon them, as Things of the Utmoſt Importance 
to the Being and Edification of the Church; and no Union or 
= Peacecanbe a ſufficient Compenſation for them. Let Us there- 
= fore, in a word or two, ſee on what Terms we ſtand with our Diſ- 
. ſenting Brethren of the Presbyterian Perſwaſion. They have but 
à Little to yield Us, a few Innocent Ceremonies, which they 
can never prove to be Unlawful: but We have a Great deal to 
joſe to them, which they never can prove not to be Neceſſary. It 
zz but a little way for Them to come over to Us: but We muſt 
goa great way to come to Them. They Eſteem Epiſcopacy not 
to be Unlawful, and ſo may eaſily Comply with it: We think 
it Neceſſary and Immutable, as of Divine Inſtitution, and can- 
not therefore part with it. A Small ſhare: of Temper and 
— Modeſty wou'd bring Them over to Us: but without the Vio- 
lation of our Oaths, Conſciences, and Truſts, We cannot come 
dq to Them. And yet thoſe our Compre beuſiwe Friends wou d 
nſinuate, by their way of ſtating the Terms of Communion, 
that all Charity and Moderation lies on the ſide of the Diſſenters; 
and that We, not They, continue the Separation, by a Perverſe, 
Unreaſonable Adherence to things of no Moment. T5 1 
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other Government, in the room 
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Ihhus do They join with Our Enemies alſo, in Diſputing and 
Exploding the Ancient DoQtrines of the Church, which have 


been the Bulwarks, as *twere, not only to Diſtinguiſh but Defend 
Us from Them; the Divine Right of.Epiſcopacy has been unque- 


ſtionably made out, and univerſally Aſſerted by all Sound and Or- 


thodox Writers: not a Mediate Right, as the Church of Rome holds; 


as if all the Authority of a Biſhop was deriv'd, immediately from the 
Pope: nor an Approving or Arbitrary Right, ſuch as makes the 


Authority Diſcretionary and Mutable; as ſome moderate Calvi- - 
viſts allow: but an Efſential, Fundamental, I ndefeaſible Right; 
fuch as is immediately deriv'd from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Head of the Church, the Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls. And 


yet how often do we hear this Dactrine call'd in Queſtion, and 
even given up 
Indifferent whether We have Epiſcopacy among us or no; denying 
that ſuch a Pre- eminence of Authority, is at all Neceſſary in the 
Cburch ef Chriſt; and that it is therefore in the Power of the 


by ſome Falſe Brethren? They make it a matter 


Civil Magiſtrate to Remove it, and Subſtitute Presbyte 
l it. 7 | 29211555 N 1 14 5 þ 1F7 the? 


This is a Poſition: that has not lurk'd in Corners or private 


Cabals; but has been openly and avawedly Maintain'd by Thoſe 
_  . that are not barely Members of the Church of England, For 
what elſe can they mean, when they Level and Confound the | 
__ Government) of the Chareh, with the Modes of Worſhip; Af- 
 firming equally of them, that they are only the Circumſtantials 
of Religion; and-Blame Us therefore for being ſo Stiff and 
Zealous in the Defence of them? Sure we may lay aſide thoſe 
Small and Worthleſs Things, for the ſake of Peace, Unity, and Cha- 
rity: and Perſons that are found to be of an Unyielding Temper 
in theſe Points, are Branded with Inadiating Characters, and 
Charg'd with a Furious, Exterminating Zeal; and ever now and 
then the Romiſh Inquiſition, and the Tralots of Jeruſalem are 
mtroducid:to finiſh the Sharat em.. 


And now I wou'd fain know what Our Adverſaries themſelves. 


cou d define more from theſe Men, had they entirely Declar'd for 
Them? heſe are the Weapons which the ſtouteſt Champions of 
the Diſſenters have always made uſe of againſt the Church ; but 


having 


ws 
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having been hitherto Repuls'd, they have Prevail'd with Our 41. 
lies, Our Brethren, to take them up againſt Us. Nay, there's ſcarce 
any One Argument made uſe of by the Diſſenters, againſt Our 
Conſtitution, which theſe Our Pretended Friends do not continu- 
ally urge againſt it. And is not this now Acting a moſt Falſe and 
Treacherous Part, to be perpetually Galling and Worrying Us in 
our Own Camp, and within our Own Walls? And what the Con- 
ſequences of ſuch a procedure may be, Themſelves would do well 
to conſider. But to return; this we are all Afur'd of, that Govern- 
ment is Effential and Neceſſary to the Being of a Church, (for there 
Can be no Church or Sorzety without it) and therefore, tis not to 
de reck6n'd among the Circumſtantials or Modes of Religion. 
Shall We then tamely Surrender that which has ſuch undeni- 
able Evidences of a Divine Appointment; has been handed 
down to us, by an uninterrupted Succeſſion from the very A- 
poſtles; and 8 bravely Defended by the Greateſt Men in all 
Ages? Shall We, did I ſay? ' Tis not in our Power to do it; it is 
God's own Ordinance and Inſtitution; and We, who are under 
the moſt Solemn Engagements, to Aﬀert and Maintain it, can- 
not Deſert it, without Perfidiouſneſs and Cowardice. { 
l'm aware, it may here be ſuggeſted, that this is in effect to 
| Condemn the Reformed Churches, which are not Govern'd 
by Biſhops. In Anſwer to which we ſay ; that Aſſerting the 
Doccrines of our Church, is not Condemning thoſe who Differ 
from us. The Compilers of our Liturgy and Rubrick hold the 
Doctrine of Epiſcopacy, yet take not upon them to Condemn 
thoſe Churches that want it. If it be ſaid, that this however 
is to Condemn them by Implication and by Conſequence; 1 1 
_ anſwer; We muſt not be afraid ro Own and Profeſs the Articles 
of our Faith, and the Doctrines of our Church, for fear of 
Diſplealing thoſe that Deny them. The Church indeed in 
Aſſerting the Doctrine of Epiſcopacy, uſes great Caution 
and Tenderneſs, leſt Foreign Churches ſhou'd be Offended at a 
peremptory and fruitleſs Determination in the caſe : yet not- 
withſtanding ſhe does Aſſert it, and Maintain that it is founded 
both on Scripture and Antiquity. And if our Church does 
Teach and Defend it; why ſhou'd not we? We ought indeed 
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to Imitate her in Temper and Candor; but we ate bound no 
| leſs to Follow her in her Fidelity and Integrity 
Again; Can we give up our Liturgy, which preſcribes. a 
1 grave, decent, rational and ſpiritual Worſhip ; which is fram'd- 


in all Points after the Primitive Pattern, and is ſo admirably 
| ſuited to the Capacity and Edification of all ſorts of People; 
and which the Proteſtants Abroad. ſo much Admire, that they. 
are about to introduce it into their own Churches? Wou d not 
our Coldneſs and Diſaffection be a Diſcouragement and Hinder- 
ance to ſo excellent a Work? Can we expect that other Churches, 
ſhou'd Comply and Unite with us in haz, which we ſo little 
regard, that we are ready to part with it on all Occaſions? . No- 
thing can be more effectual, under God, to the Compoſing 'our 
{ad Diviſions at Home, than ſuch an happy Union with the 
Churches Abroad: and nothing will ſo effectually put a ſtop to 
the Approaches of ſuch a Bleſſing, as want of Zeal and Con- 
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| Recommend to them. Tis in vain to Hope we ſhall Reduce 
I | 


the Diſſenters by Condeſcenſions: He muſt be little acquainted 
with former Tranſactions, that can entertain ſuch a Thought: 
|} For'tis abundantly Evident from the beſt Accounts, and even 
|| our own Obſervation, that they aim not at the Satisfaction of 
Wh their Scruples, ſo much às Dominion; and Quarrel not ſo much 
with your Conſtitution, as with your Revenues and Power, If 
any thing will bring them to Conſideration and their Duty, it 
muſt be the Shame and Scandal of Holding out, when ſo many 
Indifferent and Impartial. Enquirers of. their own Perſwaſion 
Abroad, are come over to us. What then can thoſe Men mean, 
who are ever for Giving, Complying, and Condeſcending to 
the Diſſenters? As if our Conſtitution was ſo excellently fram'd, 
only to be Torn in pieces, and.Retail'd to every importunate 
1 1172 that ſhou'd have the Confidence to Demand a Share 
RE EEE ᷣ ̃ ⁵mMmwd i TOM) 
Does it not rather become them, who pretend to be Sound 
and Orthodox Members of the Church, faithfully to Adhere to 
ir, and zealouſly Defend it? Impartially to enquire into its 
Conſtitution, in order to ſilence the Cavils, and ſuppreſs 755 
6 88 4 
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Bouperiors. 


Clamours of Perverſe and Unreaſonable Men. To endeavour, 
at leaſt toſhew em, That the Government of the Church by 


Biſhops, is truly Primitive, Apoſtolical and Divine: That its. 


Liturgy is agreeable in all Points to the moſt Ancient Forms; 
and that tho it was never pretended: to be entirely Perfect, ſo 


$ 


where was there ever any thing purely. Human that was ſo? ) 


Changes: eſpecially when they are made upon weak and un- 


certain Grounds; brought about by unreaſonable and reſtleſs 
* Importunities ; and when Prejudice, Intereſt, and Ambition, 


are the firſt Movers, and chiefeſt Promoters of them. That 
twou' d be as Unreaſonable for every One to expect Satisfaction, 


or to have every Thing ſuited to his own Opinion, in the Eccle- 
fiaſtieal Conſtitution, as the Civil: That ſeeming Imperfections 
muſt neceſſarily be born in the One, as well as the Other: And. 
that cherefere continual Clamours for a Reformation, and Dil- 
ſientions for the want of it, are ſigus of a Seditious and Turbu- 
lent Spirit; and as Dangerous to the Church, as they wou'd be 
to the State. That in the Adminiſtration of the Government, 
and Affairs of the Church, namely, Of its Rites, Orders, and 
Ceremonies, a Private Man is no more to Judge for himſelf, |» 
than he is in the Adminiſtration of Civil Affairs; but muſt ac- 
quieſce in the Wiſdom and Determination of his Superiors. In 
Matters of Faith indeed a Man muſt Judge for himſelf, otherwiſe 


his Faith cannot be Reaſonable: but tis not about theſe that 


the Diſſenters Differ with us: but in Things relating to the 


Good Government of the Church, and the Decent and Orderly 


Regulation of God's. Worſhip, according to the Apoſtolical 
Iajunction; in theſe a Private Man is bound, by the Laws. 
of God, to Obey the Commands, and Obſerve the Orders of his. 


Wou'd all Church-Men take ſuch Methods as theſe, inſtead; 
_ of, Countenancing and Complying with our Adverſaries, it 


wou 
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as not to be capable of Improvement in any Part of it: (And 


yet certainly ſome ſmall Imperfections may be born with, for 
the ſake of Unity, Peace and Order; and to prevent that Con- 
fuſion, and Diſtraction, that muſt neceſſarily ariſe from frequent. 


d probably have a better Effect upon them; and contribute 


e * 


themſelves Members of it; if they are not Treacherous po- 
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more to the Healing our Bteaches, than all the Conceſfions the 


7 


Government can make them: I'm fure twouꝰd conduce more 


to the Peace, Honour, and Eſtabliſhment of the Church, and 
preſerve Union and Charity among our Selves; and they that 


are not heartily concern'd to promote theſe, whilft they Profeſs 


crites, tis becauſe they really Deſervea'Worfe Nam. 
But there is yet a (923910 HSE scott Jois: 
3. Third fort of Hypocrites behind; 


andthoſs: ure fü as 


upon the proſpect of Intereſt or Advantage, will Comply'with 
What themſelves Condemn: They deny our Worſliip to be 
Lawful, and yet will join in the Higheſt Acts of it, when a 
Place of Honour or Profit invites em. They can obſerse a 
great deal of Impurity, and Corruption in our Service, but are 
not in the leaſt afraid of Defiling themſelves with it, when the 


Splendor of a Good and Profitable Place Recommends it. Now) 
This, I'm certain, in the Primitive Times; wow'd have been Con- 


dem d for downright Hypocriſy, and Puniſſyd with the ſevereſt 
Cenſures. But our Refin'd, and Sanctify'd Age will by no means 
allow of ſuch a Hard Term. Nay, ſome will have it to be a 


Vertue; as proceeding from a Largeneſs of Soul, and Freedom 


of Thought; and that ſuch a Man has a Great and Comre- 
Lenſtve Charity. Yes indeed he has, Great and Comprehenſive 
enough to be a Deiſt, a Sacinian, or of any other Religion, that 
happens to be on the Side of his Intereſt. For what ſhou'd 
| Hinder him? Conſcience? No; becauſe that tells him our Liturgy 
is Impure and Unlawful, and yet he will Comply with ir for his 
Advantage: And if Conſcience cannot reſtrain him, when his In- 
tereſt invites; I know not any thing that can. But he's no 
 #hpocrite however, ſays a late Celebrated Author, (the Great 
Champion of Diſſenters and Occaſional Conformiſts, ) notwith- 
ſtanding he acts contrary to his Judgment or Conſcience. Why? 
Becauſe, ſays he, he is not Conſcious & to himſelf that it is Hypo- 
_ eriſy, to act contrary to his Perſwaſion : juſt as if a Man ſhou'd 


Break open his Neighbour's Houſe, and Steal his Goods; and, 


after all, ſhou'd Plead Not Guilty; becauſe he was not Conſcious 


Rights of the Proreftant Diſſenters, pag. 48, | 


Before the Univertity of Oxrond. 17 


to himſelf, that to do either, was Burglary: or Felony. Is not 
he that holds and publiſhes Falſe Doctrines an Heretick ? Or, 
that Divides from a Church, with which he may lawfully Com- 
municate, a Schiſmatick ? Becaule he does not think the One is 
Hereſy, and the Other Scbiſmz? If a Man is Conſcious to him- 
ſolf that Covetouſneſs is not Idolatry; is it not therefore Idola- 
try? Will Men's Opinions alter the Natures of Things; and 
make that not to be a Vice or a Vertue which is ſo? The Truth 
on't is; An Error in the Judgment will never change the Nature 
of any Habit or AQiion;' but that which is Vicious will be ſo 
ſill; notwithſtanding a contrary Opinion: tho? if the Error be 
not Wilful, it will not be Imputed.. 2 
- \: {have hitherto ſuppos'd that All Diſſenters look upon the 
Worſhip of God, as Practic d in our Church, to be Unlawful, 
as being Clogg'd and Deprav'd with Popiſh Ceremonies and | 
_ Superſtition: This they continually Complain of, and think 
themſelves Oblig'd to Separate from us, till we Reform ang 
Modelour Liturgy, after the Purity and Simplicity of the Goſpel, 
hut ſome of em, of late, have diſcover'd a Secret, never ſo much 
⁊s Dreamt of by their Fore-fathers; by vertue of which, they 
can Reconcile their Conſcieuce to their Intereſt. And that is, by 
the Diſtinction of Occaſſonal and Stated Communion. For tis 
ſaid, the Occaſional Conformiſt does not think Communion with 
us ſometimes to be Unlawful. Why does he not then Conform 
always; ſince he's Comqmanded ſo to do by a Lawfyl Authority, 
which he's bound in Conſcience to Obey, in Lawful things? 


No; to Conform always, or Statedly, is a Sin, tho" to do it 
ſometimes, or Occaſionally, is not. Becauſe, tho? the Worſhip |. 

ol Sod in the 'Chareh, of England, is not imply and in it elf | 
Unlawful; yet it is leſs Pure, and leſs Agreeable to the Word of | 


| God; and therefore to join in it always wou'd be a Sin, where | 
Purer Ordinances, as they Love to Speak, may be Enjoy t. 
Which Reaſon muſt be founded upon this Principle, that eve 
One muſt Worſhip God in the Beſt “ and Pureſt manner he can } 
nAànd this as the fore-mention'd Shuſfling Author ſays, is one g 
the main Foundatiens on which a Separation is built, This 


*. * 


KK 


being 


* * — — * 
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AA acts againſt his Judgment or Conſcience, whether 
he Believes our Worſhip to be nlawful, or not. For, if he Be- 
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being — * it follows, That to Worſhip God in a —_ Pure 
way, when a better may be had, muſt be Umawful; becauſe 
tis always our Duty to Offer unto God, the Beſt and moſt Rea- 


ſonable Sacrifice. We mufl not Pretend, according to the fore- 
aid Principle, to Offer any thing, which we think will be Leſs 
acceptable to him; becauſe God always requires and enpects 
the Beſt of our Services. And therefore if a Form of Priper, for 


Inſtance, be not ſo acceptable to God; as a Conteiiꝰ d or Extem-. 


I think it is by this time pretty Evident, that the Oitifional 


lieves it to be Unlawful, and yet joins in it; the Matter is out of 


Diſpute: Andif he Believes it to be Lawful, but leſs Pure; he 
acts againſt his Conſcience in Confotming: becauſe, tho“ it be I 
Lawful in it ſelf; yet as to Him it is Unlawful, whoBelievesit 
not to be ſo Pure, nor ſo Agreeable to the Word of God, as Ano- 

ther way: For, according to his Princip! 
is Unlawful, and therefore againſt One's Conſcience, to Worſhip 


God in that way, which is gels Fut; and conſequently not ſo 
acceptable to him. — 11 V, +4 U 80 on TN 


le before laid down, it 


Now he that acts nid his Conſciente'i in Matters of Religion; 


for the ſake of Gain. He that looks Two'ways, and Divides 
| betwixt God and this World, and dares Affront the One to get 
an Intereſtin the Other; that Doubles and Prevaricates with his 
Duty and his Conſcience, if ſuch a Ons be not an Hypocrite; then 
is the Name a meer ompty Wan and there is noJuch' Tn. as 
= Fhpoeriſy \ in the World. 


And here perhaps it may be expected 1 ſhou'd: be bone : 


. Apolo ogy for not Speaking to the Occaſion ; or at leaſt force my 
Sudje 

is, That Topicks of this Nature are ſo Common; and ſo well 

Vnderſtood, that they are now become leſs Needful. That the 


to ſay ſomething to it. All that 1 ſhall offer in Excuſe 


Corruptions here Fe Complann'd of are ſo Pernicious and ſo Spread- 
ing, 


porary One, we muſt not, for that reaſon, Preſume to Addreſs 
our ſelves to him in the former; becauſe we muſt not, at any | 
time, take upon us to Worſhip God in a way, which out Con- 

ſcience tells us is not ſo Agreeable to him 


Fn 
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that the 'Compaſſionare, but Partial Enquirer- ſays, they J — | 
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WW 
by Beguiling Unſtable Souls, Unſettling Men's Minds, and Se- | I 


rown to ſuch an Height, even in our days, We | | 
are all of us, Magiſtrates and People, immediately Concern'd to 
Guard our ſelves againſt em, to Diſcountenance and Pur a Stop | 3 
to em: and to uſe our utmoſt Endeavour for the Prevention of | 
ſuch Deſigns, as have been once already carry'd on by them. | 
And therefore I choſe rather to direct your Thoughts to 
that, which is of ſo Intimate, and ſo great Importance to us all. = 


However, that what has been faid, may be of ſome uſe to 
III. Thirdly, To Offer ſome Motives to Perſwade Us to a 
Free, Open, and Undiſguis d Behaviour; eſpecially, in 
Matters of Religion. And here let us confider in the 
„ C2 : N 0 4 Tet yo! a 311 Wy | „ Z rl TH; 
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Fir Place; That we are always in the prefence'of Aal. 
mighty God, who is the Judge of all our Thoughts, Words, 
and Actions. For though Fenven is his Throne, and the Earth 
Vis Fvatſtool; though He is in ſome Places more than others, by 
ttꝛuhe more immediate Communications of his wer Gesc gel, 5 
- and: Juſtice; yet as to his Eſſence, and Providence, He is 
Conſin'd to no Bbunds, He is Excluded from no Place. The 
Dar kneſi and Light to Him are both alike; and all things are Nated 

and Open to the Eyes of him, with whom we have to do. He is the 
Searcher of all Hearts, and Throughly Acquainted with the |» 
Inmoſt Receſſes, and moſt Secret Motions of our Souls. Ho W-. 


ever therefore we may Diſguiſe our Corrupt Deſigns, by Falſe 

Colours, and Plauſible Pretences, to Deceive, or Enſnare our 
Bͤrother, yet it is impoſſible to Conceal our ſelves from Him, | , 

Who is immediately Preſent to all our Thoughts, and Actions | 
Haie is abantonr Bed, and about our Path, and ſpies out all our Ways: ny 
Who will Approve or / Condemn us for them, not as they have | 
been Succeſsful in carrying on our ſecular Deſigns; but as they 
are Agreeable to his Will, and as they comę up to the Stan- 


dard 


weis 
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card. of, > Reaſons. Jußieng and Truth." A dan by an'Artful 
Diſguiſe, may make a, Tolerable Appearance in tlie World; and 
Inſinuate himſelf into-the, Credit, and Intereſt of Men, and 
thereby Compaſs his Deſigns upon them: But we muſt not 
Judge of our own ſelves, = the Reputation and Succeſs: we 
gain in this World, but by Wo Approbation of Him, who is a 
God of Infinite Knowled ge and Wiſdom, and cannot be De- 
ceiy d: of the moſt I — Vabiaſs d Juſtice, and therefore 
the adg ment He paſſes on us, wall 5. N . to the Ex- F: 
adde Meaſures of Juſkce and Truth.” is 4 
But let * Conſid er, b. 12 
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Secondly, That, ak, we may Paſs our Diſs uiſes * Falſe 
Colours upon the World; however by Guile — Hypocriſy we 
may work our ſelves into the Eſteem of Men, yet let us Re- 
member that the Deluſion cannot laſt long; that in the Day of 
Judgment a New Scene will be Opened, wherein every thing 
Will appear as it is; the ſuperficial Gloſſes and Beauties will 
Vouaniſb, and the Secrets of all Hearts will be Diſclos d. All 
our Doublings, and Shiſtings, and Evaſions, will hen be Mani- 
feet: Then will it be known what little Arts and Tricks, we 

have made uſe of, to Stifle our Conſciences, to Decline our D 
or Reconcile it with the Intereſts, Honours, and Pleaſures, of this 
| World. And then with what Confufion of Face {hall we Ap- 
pear, when it will be Evident to all that Dreadful Aſſembly, 
which ſhall Behold us, that all our Care and Cunning have beth. 
employ'd in miſerably Deluding our ſelves at the laſt. That 
we have Proſtituted our Religion and our Conſcience to our In- 
tereſts. That we have Betray'd the One, and Wounded the 
Other, to carry en our Selfiſh — Sordid Deſigus. And if this 
ſhou' d be the Unhappy Condition of any of us, we ſhall hen, 
to our Everlaſting Shame, ſadly Experience, that we are In- 
finite Loſers by the little Advantages we bave gain'd here; and 
that when we thought we had Thaw n our ſelves the greateſt 
Maſters of Policy and Wit, we have only taken the ddr Me- 
uy of len and Vadoing our FO nth 
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| Thirdly, Let us conſider what a Baſe and Ungenerous thing 
Hypocriſy is. It is beneath a Man of Honour and Integrity to 
be always Shifting, and Doubling, and Fitting up himſelf for 
the Humours of all Companies, and the Intereſts and Deſigns. - 
of every Party. A Good and Honeſt Man will be always, agd: 
in all Places, the Same: Vice, Deformity, and Corruption, are 
forc'd to betake themſelves to Diſguiſes and Falſe Colours, leſt 
they ſhou'd become the Contempt and Hatred of the World. 


How little, how contemptible a Notion have the Generality of 


Mankind for ſuch a One, who dares not tell the Truth and 
Abide by it? Who is Afraid to Diſcover his Principles, or his 
Religion, when they are openly attack'd, and almoſt run down, 
by a Powerful Faction? Who can Quit them, with his Honour, 
and all his Obligations, to ſerve a preſent Turn, or gain the 
Favour of a prevailing Party? Nay, He is generally ſo Deſpi- 
cable, that He is ſeldom in any Truſt or Confidence with them, 
he becomes a Proſelyte to. To Conclude— * N 


Let us all Poſſeſs our elves with a a Beale of God's being 


Preſent to all our Thoughts, Words, and Actions; that He willi 


bring them all to a Strict and Impartial Judgment before Men 

and Angels: Let us uſe our utmoſt Endeavours to Underſtand 
our Religion, and our Principles; and then as we have any Re- 
gard for our Integrity, Honour, and the Truth we Profefs, les 


us freely and conſtantly Own and Avow them; Reſolutely and 


Stedfaſtly Maintain them; without Wavering ; without Dif- | 
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